Transmittal No: 90 LCM 25
Date: February 15,, 1990

Division: Fanily and Children
Servi ces

TO Local District Commi ssioners

SUBJECT: Preventive Housing Services

ATTACHVENTS: Attachment A Agency Executive Letter - avail able on-line.

The purpose of this nenorandumis to nmake you aware of the attached letter
to voluntary foster care and preventive services agencies which we are

sending this week. It represents one effort to ensure that service
providers and others are fully aware of the preventive services housing
services (rent subsidy) program QO her efforts will include a simlar

letter to informFanm |y Court judges about the programand its requirenents.

As you know, the program which was established by Chapter 542 of the Laws
of 1988, has been in effect for just over one year. To date a small nunber
of famlies have been served and it is nmy belief that there are nore
famlies who could benefit fromthe program Those eligible are famlies
whose children are renmaining in foster care due primarily to the famly's
| ack of adequate housi ng.

Wiile the nmmin target areas of this |law were New York City and other |arge
cities, it is clear that there are eligible fanmlies throughout the state,
and it is pleasing to see that a nunber of snmall and nedium size | oca
districts are providing the services.
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| would like to hear fromyou regardi ng any concerns, questions or problens
with the inplementation of this program

Joseph Seni dei
Deputy Conm ssi oner
Division of Family

and Children Services



Attachnment A

January 26, 1990

Dear Agency Executive,

The purpose of this letter is to respond to questions and concerns
rai sed by some of you in relation to preventive housing services (rent
subsidy), and to invite you to contact your |ocal social services officials
or the appropriate Famly and Chi I dren Servi ces Regi onal Ofice
representatives should you w sh to discuss your role in inplenenting this
program

Housi ng services, as we call this new program was established by
Chapter 542 of the Laws of 1988. That |aw requires |local social services
conmi ssioners to provide, as a mandated preventive service, rent subsidy,
rent arrears and any other assistance necessary to secure adequate housing
to famlies whose children remain in foster care due prinmarily to the
famly's | ack of adequate housing. Such housing services are to be provided
for the purposes spelled out inthe law and in Departnment Regulation in
amounts up to a maxi mum of $300 per nonth per fanmily for a period not to
exceed three years.

The | aw has been in effect since Decenber 9, 1988. This Depart nment
filed inplenenting regulations on an energency basis on that date. Sonme of
you conmented on those regulations. A copy of the final regulations, which
were filed on Septenber 5, 1989, is attached. An Admi nistrative Directive
will soon be avail able

Since the effective date housing services have been provided to only
about 60 families throughout the state, although our original estimte of
t he nunber of potentially eligible fam lies was considerably higher. |f you
are experiencing difficulty working with the requirenments of this program |
aminterested in knowi ng your concerns and | encourage you to conmunicate
themto the people nentioned above.

Si ncerely,

Joseph Seni de



