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Di vi sion: Conm ssioner's
O fice

TO Local District Comm ssioners

SUBJECT: Regional Training Sessions on Veterans' |ssues

ATTACHVENTS: Attachnent 1: Registration Materials
Attachnment 2: Background Information on the Agent O ange
Cl ass Assi stance Program
(NOT AVAI LABLE ON- LI NE)

The O fice of Mental Retardation and Devel opnental Disabilities (OVRDD), as
part of a collaborative effort, is sponsoring three one-day regional
training sessions on The Agent Oange Programand Sensitivity to |Issues
Faci ng Vi etnam Veterans and Their Famlies.

Fundi ng t hrough the Agent Orange Cass Assistance Program (AOCCAP) is
targeted toward services to Vietnamveterans and their famlies who may have

a child with a chronic or devel opmental disability. The ACCAP is currently
in its second year and previous grants to New York State providers have
yi el ded over $700,000 in new funds to serve famlies and children. It is
notable that during the first vyear of funding, AOCAP received very few
proposal s nati onw de. During the second year, because of the efforts of

OVRDD and the Division of Veterans Affairs, half of the proposals subnitted
to ACCAP were from New York State.

The Assistance Program does not seek to duplicate or replace existing
services provided by federal, state or local governnents, but rather to
augnent those services and to work in partnership with entities dedicated to
assisting Vietnamveterans and their famlies.

The New York State Departnent of Social Services is working closely with
other relevant State agencies to ensure that information on avail able AOCAP
funding is dissemnated and to inprove I|ocal understanding of Vietnam
veteran issues and avail abl e service delivery systens.
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The program for the regional information sessions will include:

o Discussion on the ACCAP grant requirenents,including
presentations by current grant recipients;

o Discussion of future plans and grant proposals;
0 Avideo fromthe New York State Tenporary Comm ssion on Dioxin

0 Panel on sensitivity to veterans' issues with a discussion on the
i npact of the war , nen's, wonen's, and famly issues, and
appropriate interventions for famlies;

o Informal discussion and networking during lunch between famlies
and service providers.

| encourage you to learn nore about this Assistance Programand, if
possible, to pernmit local district personnel involved with veterans' issues,
income maintenance or services to children with disabilities to attend the
regi onal training sessions. Regi stration naterials are attached for your
i nformati on. Should you have any questions regarding these materials,
pl ease contact Peggy Smith at 1-800-342-3715, extension 3-0577.

Cesar A. Perales
Commi ssi oner



